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- President . : Reagan- "\esterda»
srgned a new executive order govern-’
‘ing ‘classified information that re-
. verses a steady trend of the last 30}
_years and prescribes more govern-
-ment. secrecy. In a statement accom-
panying the edict, Reagan said' the
order would enhance “protection fori
‘national - secunty information with-
out - permitting excessn"' sifl ica- 4
tion of documents.” - ’
Officials acknowledged at a brref-
ing for reporters, however:3 that not
one new -proviso could. be- said to°
"have been aimed at preventmc over- !

classification or encouraging ﬂeclaa-
+ sification of goverriment records.”
"The 19-page order replaces rules
- promulgated by President Carter in
- 1978 and makes it easier to classify
- government documents.as ‘secret and
harder to get them: declassxf‘ ed. The]
new system will: ™ ™% S TN
* o Eliminate ‘the sta.ndard or
“rdentlﬁable darnage to the national
security and permit documents to be’
-classified if any-unspecified - -sort: of
““damage” can be expected ‘as a- result?
of unauthorized disclosure. Ty Ve
"o Make the stamping of govern-
‘ment documents-as.“top secret;” “se--

cret” and-“confidential” mandatorv,d
rather than permrssne .whenever]
thoee labels are applicable.

>».Wipe out the so-called. “balanc-
mg ‘test” of the Carter order requrr-
ing that “the pubhcs interest in ac-
“cess . to goverament’ information”. be |

‘conSIdered by govemment classrﬁers

~ alongside the need to protect certam :
frtems from disclosure. i - Bt

e Permit reclassrﬁcatxon ‘of mfor-
matxon already “decla:snﬁed and dxs—
closed” if mformatron 18 regarded as
'sensitive- once again and 1f it can.

reasonably be recovered " T }
'-';1 o Cancel the current rule provrd-

'mg 'f for systernatlc.f declassrtloatmn j
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The mmal reactlons from Capitol|
‘Hill were . split ; primarily, but not
.exclusrvely,.along party lines.c< ="

Rep. * Glenn*'English (D- Okla);
?charrman.of the-House government
:information:, subcomrmttee said the}
order reﬂects “a.few small:improve:
ments” - over: earlier drafts. He said
“the messagei“:. still is "‘classrfy
kclassrfy, classify.’ " L
counselorEdwm Meese - III in-re-
marks to a<group of newspaper “ed-
itors - herewthree - -weeks ago, -had|

] blamed “the bureaucracy" for trymg
f to expandigo»ernment secrecy in
early drafte and assured hrs audrence

ﬂk\af “the rder as xssued xs'vxnually
lmchanged from earlier drafts. One

Can only.*assume that the mania for |
:'secrecy goes-all the, way to-the. top of

,' the administration.”. " {35
%" Meese.was not among'the three
“senior administration officials™ who

’ conducted yesterday’s White? House’
‘briefing, but one who-did acknowl-,
; fedged. that nothing in ‘the;Reagan|
‘order : would _promote “less  classifi-
“cation.” This official mamtamed that.
:the Carter order had already been
'\overly tilted in that drrectlon. ERRICH
_In his statement,’ Reagan empha-
sxzed that his order ' expressly—-and
properly—-prohxbrts use “of ’classrf J
,catron to- hide vrolatxons of, law in-]
; effici cxency oLadmmxstratwe error,-to
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" Those™ cavéats Ehowever, - werg
“ taken word for word rom the C arier

~ Sen. Barry Goldwater (R AnL)
chairmant of* the Senate ,Intelhgence
¢Committee,:  hailed * the order as. a
bw 1mprovement over the old ‘6 one. 9
Rep Robert " McClory- (R- 11L): of.
. the ‘House Intelhgence Comrtteez
prarsed ehmmatron of the “ba]ancmg
Ztest™.which, he: sard;. invited” courts.
"to overrule the exécutive branch in a|
cont%t.ed case:, and order release of
documents in the name of “the so-%
rcal‘ed public interést.}. ; 1)
- Officials at’ the~bnef' ing’ ‘conceded-
’ that the government. has never been

forced by .the. courts to: release naf,

, tron_a_l ‘secrity information_over, its
_protests, but’ they welcomed: elimi-
“nation of the. balancmg test because
‘that will make it easier to overéome
tthe argiments- of- opposmv lawyers
.lm freedom- of-mformatron surts A
ment they were remmded
J‘T hat's right”’ one of the bnefers
responded “And we' ,ant to keep it]
thatway o b NS 1
- Despite’ Goldwate:s praise for the
order ‘as’a whole,.:the Senate ‘Intel-
ligence Committee had unanimously
‘urged *the- administration to retain
.the rdenmﬁable ‘damage” standard,:
‘but its advice was® rgnored B
Sert. * Daniel - “Patrick” Moymhan
‘(D N.Y:)"called “the: order “a - bad
“mistake™ and :protested _that" “the’
_whole- point of having an executive
‘order i in the first place is fo" dehneate
.the identifiable “rieed” for classrf ca-
tlon" - A& . ‘,#!‘ {""1
. * Sen. David' F. Durenberger (R
. ‘an ) described the. order as “a real
‘disappointment® ;and sard he’ would

~ . introduce legislation to try sheltennv

the . Freedom +0fInformation. ,Act,
f\xhrch is tied to the executwe order
Nine vanous ways: from any damagmg
rfallout.. ,;

. “But you've’ -never Iost an’ arvu-




